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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing a study of government support of Kentucky's small businesses in the tourism industry.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's third largest revenue-producing industry is tourism and travel; and 

WHEREAS, the tourism and travel industry is the second largest private employer, providing nearly one-hundred and fifty full-time, year-round jobs in the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, in 1998, the Center for Business and Economic Research at the University of Kentucky found that Kentucky artists, craft artists, and those working for these organizations earned seventy-seven million dollars in income and the indirect impact to be an additional forty-one and one-half million dollars; and 

WHEREAS, there are over twenty-five thousand business establishments in Kentucky in the major economic divisions of agricultural support, forestry, fishing, retail trade, arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodations and food services; and

WHEREAS, the need for employment opportunities continues to be a challenge in many areas of the Commonwealth, particularly the rural and remote areas where tourism, ecotourism, heritage tourism, outdoor and wildlife activities, and the art and crafts industry could benefit the economy; and

WHEREAS, small and medium-size businesses are the backbone of any artisan, craft, tourism, and travel industry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky requests the Legislative Research Commission to direct staff to conduct a study to:

(1)
Examine the types and amount of economic development incentives and support currently provided by the Commonwealth to small businesses engaging in the tourism industry; 

(2)
Examine existing data that delineates the types of economic development incentives and support needed by small businesses engaging in the tourism industry, particularly in rural areas with high unemployment;

(3)
Review any federal programs that provide economic development incentives and support to small businesses engaging in the tourism industry in the Commonwealth; and

(4)
Review those examples of legislation in other states that may be a model for the General Assembly of the Commonwealth in its effort to support the small businesses engaging in the tourism industry.

Section 2.   The study report shall be presented to the Legislative Research Commission prior to the year 2002 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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