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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to veterans.

WHEREAS, during the 1940s, thousands of young men and women across the United States left high school to serve valorously in the Armed Forces during World War II; and

WHEREAS, the sacrifices of these young men and women earned America its freedom, helped the United States gain status as a superpower, and shaped the course of history throughout the entire world; and

WHEREAS, after World War II ended, many of these brave veterans were unable to finish high school for various reasons, but they led productive lives and served their communities throughout their lifetimes; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of their outstanding contributions to the United States, to their communities, and to the world, full high school diplomas should be awarded to qualifying World War II veterans; and

WHEREAS, awarding high school diplomas to qualifying World War II veterans would be a small and overdue gesture of our society's profound gratitude for the sacrifice these courageous individuals made in the name of freedom;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky does hereby urge the Kentucky Department of Veteran's Affairs to devise and implement a program, similar to programs in the states of Iowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and Nebraska, to certify veterans for the purpose of granting high school diplomas to qualifying World War II veterans.

Section 2.   The General Assembly hereby urges the Department of Veteran's Affairs to include in the policies of such a program all of the following:


(1)
A requirement that eligibility be granted only to World War II veterans who were honorably discharged.


(2)
A requirement that eligibility be granted only to veterans who would have graduated from high school in the range of years from 1941 until 1950.


(3)
A requirement that provides eligibility to those veterans who have earned a GED.


(4)
A requirement that provides for the awarding of posthumous diplomas to qualifying veterans.


(5)
A requirement that provides for the forwarding of the list of certified candidates to the Kentucky Department of Education.

Section 3.   The General Assembly hereby urges the Kentucky Department of Education to consider certification by the Department of Veteran's Affairs equivalent to completion of all state requirements for the awarding of the high school diploma.

Section 4.   The General Assembly hereby urges all local school boards to consider certification by the Department of Veteran's Affairs equivalent to completion of all local requirements for the awarding of the high school diploma.

Section 5.   The General Assembly hereby urges all local school boards to issue diplomas to those veterans who have been certified by the Department of Veteran's Affairs in honor of their service to the Commonwealth and the United States of America during World War II.

Section 6.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Department of Veteran's Affairs and to the Kentucky Department of Education.
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