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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing a study of the expansion of tourism development opportunities within the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's third largest revenue-producing industry is tourism and travel; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is blessed with natural and man-made attractions that appeal to citizens and visitors alike, and the potential is great for increasing the state's share of the tourism market; and 

WHEREAS, tourism generates $660 million in taxes to the State Treasury each year and an additional $123 million in taxes is contributed to local governments each year; and

WHEREAS, large tracts of unused land are held by land companies for future mining and development; and

WHEREAS, tax and liability issues make land companies hesitant to allow public access to privately owned land; and

WHEREAS, many regions of this Commonwealth would benefit economically from increased tourism development on otherwise undeveloped land;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism is directed to study ways of encouraging land companies and other corporate landowners within the Commonwealth to provide public access for recreational and tourism purposes.

Section 2.   In conducting the study, the Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism shall:

(1)
Examine the current state or federal statutes, regulations, and legal opinions for liability and tax issues that may discourage private landowners from allowing public access on their land;

(2)
Review those examples of legislation in other states that may be a model for developing incentives to encourage public access to privately held land; and

(3)
Examine how mining and transportation issues, among others, may also discourage landowners from allowing public access on privately held land.

Section 3.   The committee shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission no later than September 1, 2001.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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