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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study the school funding formula.

WHEREAS, in 1989, the Kentucky Supreme Court found that the Commonwealth had not provided an equitable system of public schools as required by the Kentucky Constitution; and

WHEREAS, in 1990, the Kentucky General Assembly responded by creating the Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK) funding formula with the goal of providing an equitable and adequate system among the 176 school districts of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the SEEK formula has been in place for ten years with very few adjustments; and

WHEREAS, it is time for a public review of the SEEK formula to determine whether it is meeting its original goals and to assess whether it needs to be adjusted to assure that equity and adequacy are being provided in all districts;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education is directed to analyze the SEEK formula and other school funding issues to assess whether an equitable and adequate system of education is being provided in all 176 public school districts.

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education, with the approval of the Legislative Research Commission, shall be authorized to contract for consultant services, but the primary consultant shall have no prior history with the development or implementation of the SEEK formula. Staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.

Section 3.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 1, 2001.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the identified issues to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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