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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to the establishment of a task force to study the need for a cancer research center at the Center for Rural Health.

WHEREAS, an estimated 50,000 women in the United States are expected to die from breast or cervical cancer in 2001; and

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Breast and Cervical Cancer Mortality Prevention Act in 1990 to recognize the value of cancer screening and early detection; and

WHEREAS, early detection and treatment of cancer could substantially decrease the mortality rate associated with the disease; and

WHEREAS, many Kentuckians without health insurance find it difficult to obtain timely access for cancer treatment services; and

WHEREAS, making cancer screening services available to everyone at risk would provide for an effective measure in early detection of cancer; and

WHEREAS, the eastern Kentucky population has a significant number of cancer patients; and

WHEREAS, determining etiology is essential in developing cancer research and treating cancer patients; and

WHEREAS, studying the environmental factors in eastern Kentucky could provide insight into the high cancer rate within that area; and

WHEREAS, the Center for Rural Health in Hazard, Kentucky is dedicated to collecting and maintaining statistical research relative to health care in rural areas;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a nine (9) member task force to study rural cancer and the possibility of establishing a cancer research center at the Center for Rural Health in Hazard, Kentucky. The task force shall consist of:

(1)
Two (2) members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House who shall designate one (1) of these members as a co-chair;

(2)
Two (2) members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate who shall designate one (1) of these members as a co-chair;

(3)
Commissioner of the Department for Public Health;

(4)
Commissioner of the Department for Medicaid Services;

(5)
The following three (3) at-large members shall be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission: one (1) representative from the Kentucky Medical Association, one (1) representative from the Kentucky Hospital Association, and one (1) representative from the Center for Rural Health in Hazard, Kentucky.

Section 2.   The task force shall study the prevalence and incidence of cancer in rural Kentucky and make recommendations to the General Assembly as to whether a cancer research center should be established at the Center for Rural Health in Hazard.  The task force shall:

(1)
Hold public hearings, with the approval of the Legislative Research Commission;

(2)
Solicit testimony from private and public health professionals;

(3)
Investigate the cost associated with opening the research center and the availability of federal funds to assist with both implementation and administration; and

(4)
Review funding resources capable of assisting the establishment of the research center.

Section 3.   The task force shall submit a final report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than September 1, 2001.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to assign a study completion date.
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