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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Appalachian Commission to study the feasibility of attracting major tourism and entertainment developments to Kentucky. 

WHEREAS, the need for employment opportunities continues to be a challenge in many areas of the Commonwealth, and tourism plays a vital role in attaining economic independence for Kentuckians, particularly those in rural and Appalachian areas; and

WHEREAS, tourism is the third largest industry and creates an environment that is a major asset to local communities in attracting other business growth and development; and

WHEREAS, despite Kentucky having six national areas, fifty state parks, and hundreds of recreational, natural, historic, and cultural attractions, 32.9% of potential tourists, when surveyed by a 1998 Kentucky Tourism Development Cabinet-sponsored research, said their low likelihood of visiting Kentucky was because there was no "big draw" in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, in 1995, the first-ever Kentucky strategic master plan for tourism development was adopted which changed the Tourism Development Cabinet's focus to developing and creating incentives to attract new private investment in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, the Kentucky General Assembly passed the Kentucky Tourism Development Act as an economic development incentive to attract larger-scale tourism attractions, and to date none of those attractions have been built in the rural Appalachian areas of the state;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Appalachian Commission is directed to study the feasibility, costs, and effort necessary to attract major tourism and entertainment developments, and theme parks. These major developments may include, but are not limited to, projects similar to those found in Branson, Missouri, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and Orlando, Florida.

Section 2.   The study shall include an evaluation of the effectiveness and use of current state economic development incentives, possible use of federal incentives, barriers to accessing private investments, and other challenges in attracting these projects. The study report shall include recommendations, as appropriate, for additional funding, programs, action plans, and additional and alternative strategies

 to achieve the goal of attracting major tourism and entertainment developments in Kentucky.

Section 3.   The study report and recommendations shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission not later than October 1, 2001, for consideration by the year 2002 Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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