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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department of Parks, Tourism Development Cabinet, to determine the feasibility, costs, and benefits of establishing the Herb C. Smith Memorial Lake as a Kentucky State Park.

WHEREAS, the Herb C. Smith Memorial Lake, located in Harlan County, is an outstanding and untapped natural resource in the state of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the natural resources and beauty found at the Herb C. Smith Memorial Lake are unique treasures in the Commonwealth and should be shared and celebrated by all citizens of the state; and

WHEREAS, tourism is a vital and growing component of the region's economic development efforts; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly needs information on the feasibility and cost of establishing the Herb C. Smith Memorial Lake as a Kentucky State Park in order to determine objectively and responsibly whether to proceed with this designation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department of Parks, Tourism Development Cabinet, is directed to study the feasibility, costs, and benefits of establishing the Herb C. Smith Memorial Lake as a Kentucky State Park, and shall include in the study consideration of adding a highway exit from State Route 987 to facilitate a more efficient access.

Section 2.   The study shall begin not later than August 1, 2001, and the report and recommendations shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism not later than the interim committee's regularly scheduled meeting in September, 2002.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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