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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Council on Postsecondary Education, in conjunction with appropriate postsecondary educational institutions, to develop a budget proposal for development of the University Center of the Mountains.

WHEREAS, Eastern Kentucky has lagged behind the rest of the state in educational attainment for generations; and

WHEREAS, community college enrollments in this region have increased dramatically in the last 15 years; and

WHEREAS, many of the students pursuing higher education in this region are adult, nontraditional students who have job and family obligations that make travel or relocation to other areas of the state to pursue a baccalaureate or graduate degree difficult; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky universities often have not had financial resources to staff and equip outreach centers for regional delivery of courses that would allow students in this region to complete baccalaureate or graduate degrees; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky, Eastern Kentucky University, Morehead State University, the Kentucky Community and Technical College System, and the Hazard Community and Technical Colleges have voluntarily joined together to create a consortium that will develop and implement a strategic plan for addressing the critical shortage of baccalaureate and graduate educational programs in the region; and

WHEREAS, the Council on Postsecondary Education has acknowledged the need for development of a strategy to expand higher education opportunities in this region and has encouraged the strategic planning of the educational consortium identified above; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Council on Postsecondary Education, in conjunction with appropriate postsecondary educational institutions, including those listed above, shall develop a budget proposal for consideration in the 2002 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly to provide funding for faculty and staff, program development, and the renovation of existing facilities on the campus of Hazard Community and Technical Colleges to create a University Center of the Mountains.
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