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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Howard Madison Walker.

WHEREAS, Howard Madison Walker was born on March 6, 1925, a native of Bowling Green, Warren County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on October 25, 1944, while serving in the United States Navy during World War II; and

WHEREAS, Howard Madison Walker was not unlike so many young men who enlisted in the Armed Forces and sent money back home to their families. But, Howard Madison Walker signed up for hazardous duty, which paid fifty percent more wages, so that he could pay college tuition for his cousin in Bowling Green, Dorothy Butts Walker, who graduated from Tennessee State University and went on to teach school in Chicago and California for thirty years, and she is now a deputy clerk for Montgomery County, Ohio, Juvenile Court; and

WHEREAS, Howard Madison Walker was an African-American steward on his fifth and last mission aboard the USS Tang SS306, the Navy's highest-scoring submarine during World War II; on October 25, 1944, the Tang was sunk by its own, and very last, torpedo, which did a circular run. Only nine of the eighty-seven men aboard the Tang lived, and the question has arisen as to whether Howard Madison Walker escaped to the water surface with the nine, only to die shortly thereafter of a lung embolism; and

WHEREAS, Howard Madison Walker received a Purple Heart for being injured in the line of duty, but he did not receive a Silver Star, which was only awarded to those crew members who escaped; and

WHEREAS, because of the uncertainty as to whether Howard Madison Walker made a successful attempt in reaching the water surface, and in the search for fairness and justice, Senator Mitch McConnell is undergoing an investigation into this matter;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize Howard Madison Walker for his bravery in the United States Navy during World War II while serving aboard the Tang submarine. Howard Madison Walker lost his life to the war, and we are grateful to him for the sacrifice he made for his country.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Howard Madison Walker.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Selvin Butts, 432 Webb Drive, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101.
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