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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge.

The most prominent glory of a country is in its great men. A nation's spirit and its success will depend on its willingness to learn from their example. In life we shall find many men that are great and some men that are good, but very few men that are both great and good.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge was born on October 4, 1920, a native of Groesbeck, Texas, and long time resident of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on December 27, 2000; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge was the eldest child of the late Ruben and Idella Davis Hodge; he was the devoted husband of the late Marian Thomas Hodge; he was the loving father of the Reverend Phillip L. Hodge, Sr. and his Daughter in Love, Sharon Mitchell Hodge; he was the proud grandfather of Phillip L. Hodge, Jr. (Rickenya), of Austell, Georgia, and Reverend James Randolph Hodge and Kezia Modenna Keren Hodge of Frankfort, Kentucky; and he was the proud great grandfather of Phillip Donavon Jurel, Jalen Andrew, Kirsten Jade, Madison Nicole and Phillip L. Hodge, III; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge was a graduate of Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the Graduate School of Theology, Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, and he received his Master of Divinity at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, the good people of the Fifth Street Baptist Church and the Jefferson County community were indeed blessed to receive the peace and joy their shepherd, the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge, so lovingly gave for nearly forty years; he is admired for his guidance and wisdom, and as shepherd of his flock, he led many to their heavenly father through salvation; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge also served as pastor of the Diamond Hill Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia and instructor at the Virginia Seminary and College in Lynchburg; and he served as president of Simmons Bible College in Louisville, Kentucky, from March, 1992 until his retirement in 1995; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge was an esteemed member of the Jefferson County community where he held various positions which all served for the betterment of mankind. From 1968 to 1973, he served as Urban Program Director of the Louisville Branch of the NAACP; From December 1, 1975 to February 23, 1982, he was a member of the Louisville Board of Aldermen, Tenth Ward, and he also served one year as President of the Louisville Board of Aldermen; he served as Dean, Director-General, Vice-President, and President of the Progressive National Baptist Congress of Christian Education and Chairman of the Resolutions Committee of the Progressive National Baptist Convention; he served as advisor of the Old Louisville School Board; and he served as First Vice President of the Council on Religion and Race; he was a member of the Sinking Fund Board; and he held positions with the NAACP as President, Lynchburg, Virginia Branch; a Board Member of the Virginia Conference of Branches; Chairman, Region III; President, Louisville Branch, and Kentucky State Conference of Branches; and he organized the NAACP Ministerial Coalition; and

WHEREAS, he was the recipient of numerous honors from the Urban League, Green Street Baptist Church, City of Hazard, Kentucky, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, AKA Sorority, Serotoma International, Chestnut Street YMCA, Black Understanding, City of Louisville; and South Twenty-first Street in Louisville was renamed in his honor as Dr. W. J. Hodge Street; and

WHEREAS, the passing of the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald Neal for presentation to the family of the Reverend Dr. W. J. Hodge.
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