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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Ronald Bentley Stewart.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Ronald Bentley Stewart, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Ronald Bentley Stewart was born on August 23, 1933, a native of Jenkins, Letcher County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Tucson, Arizona, and he traversed these earthly bounds on January 10, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Bentley Stewart was the loving son of the late Myrtle Mae Bentley and George Lee Stewart; he was the loving brother of Donald Stewart of Norton, Virginia; and the loving uncle of three nieces, Kathy Hunsaker and Ava Flunor, both of Kingsport, Tennessee, and Glenna Hamilton of Virginia; two nephews, Rod Boggs and David Boggs, both of Kingsport, Tennessee; and two great-nieces and five great-nephews; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Bentley Stewart graduated from the University of Kentucky College of Engineering where he was the editor of the college newspaper; and in 1959, he became affiliated with the University of Kentucky radio arts department; and

WHEREAS, from 1963 to 1975, Ronald Bentley Stewart designed and was responsible for the technical operation of the Kentucky Educational Television Network (KET). An engineering visionary, he overcame the technical problems inherent in eastern Kentucky's mountainous terrain and designed a system of transmitters that provided service to the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky, making KET the largest educational television network in the United States, and second only to NHK in Japan as the world's largest television network; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Bentley Stewart left KET in the mid 1970s to pursue his dream of owning a helicopter and hot air balloon company, forming Rotair, Inc., an aircraft charter company providing aerial engineering, aerial photography services and executive transportation. Later, he continued his interest in hot air ballooning by forming Aeronauts Limited in Tucson, and he was affectionately known by friends and colleagues as "Cap'n Ron"; and

WHEREAS, he returned to broadcasting in 1976, as Assistant Director for Engineering for Ohio State University's radio and television facilities; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Bentley Stewart joined KUAT in Tucson, Arizona, in 1978, as Assistant Director for Technical Services for KUAT's radio and television stations. KUAT-TV is an affiliate of the Public Broadcasting Service, and is part of the KUAT Communications Group, an educational broadcast and production resource of the University of Arizona; and at the time of his passing, he was Director of Technical Services and responsible for the engineering operation of KUAT's broadcasting services; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Bentley Stewart was an extraordinary person who enjoyed life to the fullest, and whose special gifts and talents endeared him to so many; and his life was strengthened by the many friendships he held dear to his heart and soul; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Ronald Bentley Stewart has left a void that can never be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Ronald Bentley Stewart, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness that Ronald Bentley Stewart brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue. In celebration of his life, friends will bid their last farewell to Cap'n Ron during a special memorial service being held in Tucson, Arizona, in February.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of our native son, Ronald Bentley Stewart.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Mr. Donald Stewart, P.O. Box 1, Norton, Virginia 24273; Ms. Kathy Hunsaker, 1208 Malabar Drive, Kingsport, Tennessee 37660; Mr. and Mrs. O. Leonard Press, 3760 Gloucester Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40510; Mr. and Mrs. Bill G. Rhoads, 2105 Elgin Place, Lexington, Kentucky 40515; and Ms. Sharon McCormick, 9701 Eastsunburst Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85748.
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