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A RESOLUTION urging Congress to fund upgrades to the Western Kentucky Parkway.

WHEREAS, the Western Kentucky Parkway traverses eight counties beginning near Eddyville in Lyon County at Interstate 24 and ending in Elizabethtown in Hardin County; and

WHEREAS, in 2000, according to the Transportation Cabinet's Highway Information System, the average daily traffic count of persons traveling through Lyon, Caldwell, Hopkins, Muhlenberg, Ohio, Butler, Grayson, and Hardin Counties on the Western Kentucky Parkway was 233,459 vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the maintenance and resurfacing of the Western Kentucky Parkway varies greatly according to the Transportation Cabinet's Highway Information System, with two counties, Hopkins and Ohio, showing the last date segments of the parkway were resurfaced as 1963; and

WHEREAS, remaining segments of the Western Kentucky Parkway were resurfaced between 1979 and 1999; and

WHEREAS, the pavement type used on the Western Kentucky Parkway varies from high flexible, to a composite of flexible over rigid, to a high rigid (reinforce jointed); and

WHEREAS, in 1999, there were 266 accidents on the Western Kentucky Parkway of which 5 were fatal accidents that killed 5 persons, 79 were non-fatal injury accidents that injured 110 persons, and 182 were accidents involving property damage;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, urge the Kentucky Congressional Delegation to seek federal demonstration funds to upgrade resurfacing of the Western Kentucky Parkway to ensure the entire length of the parkway is constructed to current standards applicable to the nation's interstate system.

Section 2.   The members of the Senate also urge the Kentucky Congressional Delegation to seek federal demonstration funds to construct new interchanges in areas located along the Western Kentucky Parkway that need to encourage economic development.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation in care of their Washington, D.C. office.
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