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A RESOLUTION honoring Michael Waltrip on his the occasion of his victory in the 2001 Daytona 500.

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip, a native of Owensboro, Kentucky, was born April 30, 1963; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip knew at a early age that his life's passion rested in the thrill of auto racing; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip comes from an accomplished racing family, with his brother Darrell having won the NASCAR Winston Cup Series Championship three times; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip enjoyed much early success at various level of racing, including eight wins and eleven pole placements on the NASCAR Busch Series; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip found much financial success at stock racing's highest level, the NASCAR Winston Cup Series, winning well over $2 million in purses over his long career; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip had found winning on the circuit much more difficult, failing to record a win in his first 462 Winston Cup starts; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip's talents were nonetheless evident to racing great Dale Earnhardt, who tapped Michael to serve for his newly formed Dale Earnhardt Enterprises Racing Team to start the 2001 NASCAR season; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip's hard work, talent, and dedication were rewarded and will be remembered for the ages because of his victory in the greatest test stock car racing has to offer: the Daytona 500; and

WHEREAS, the joy Michael Waltrip, his family, crew, and supporters feel over his tremendous victory is sadly tempered by the sorrow over the loss of Dale Earnhardt at the end of the very same race; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip knows that Dale Earnhardt looks down on him now, filled with pride and wishing that they could have shared an embrace in victory lane, where he could have told Michael how proud he was of him; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip is a loving husband to his wife Elizabeth, and the proud father of two daughters, Caitlin Marie and Margaret Carol "Macy" Waltrip; and

WHEREAS, Michael Waltrip is an outstanding representative of our Commonwealth to the entire world;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, applaud the efforts and accomplishments of Owensboro's Michael Waltrip, champion of the 2001 Daytona 500.

Section 2.   The Senate expresses condolences to Michael Waltrip over the loss of his team owner and good friend Dale Earnhardt.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to Michael Waltrip.
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