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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to crimes and punishments.

SPONSOR
Representative Rob Wilkey

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement, local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure eliminates the mandatory jail time for refusing a blood, breath, or urine test for DUI.  Also, the measure eliminates the "twice as long" jail sentence for reading of 0.18 or more.  Test results that indicate a person has an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or greater, shall be subjected to criminal penalties, including the possibility of incarceration.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 100GA on local governments is indeterminable, but would likely be minimal.  The measure eliminates jail time for refusing blood, breath or urine tests and the "twice as long" jail sentence for reading of 0.18 or more.  The measure also specifies new warnings given at DUI testing and deletes provisions relating to attorney contact and subsequent testing, and deletes the requirement that 20 minute observation period begins at the testing location.

In fiscal year 2001, 36,465 drivers were charged with DUI.  Of those 24,950 were found guilty.  Also 8,961 drivers were charged with their 2nd DUI, with 6,190 found guilty, and 2,904 drivers were charged with their 3rd DUI with 1,576 found guilty, and 848 drivers were charged with their 4th DUI with 4 being found guilty.

Local law enforcement staff will require additional training to comply with the measure.  Although the measure eliminates some of the required jail time associated with DUI, an increase in DUI convictions may result from lowering alcohol concentration tests from 0.18 to 0.08.  Local governments could be responsible for housing prisoners convicted at the lower alcohol concentration levels, resulting in a cost of approximately $24.00 per day per inmate.  However, the measure eliminates some of the mandatory jail time that could help off-set the increase in convictions.  Also, drivers licenses suspended under the measure will be for a period of no less than 6 months which may further assist in lowering traffic accidents.
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