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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

The purpose of HB 105 is to exempt permanently disabled residents of the Commonwealth of Kentucky from camping fees in parks and campgrounds owned or operated by the Commonwealth, and to define the process of claims for exemption.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Amends KRS 148.0211, relating to exemption of permanently disabled Kentucky residents from camping fees in state parks and campgrounds.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact of HB 105 is indeterminable due to the inability to forecast the number of disabled residents who annually utilize Kentucky’s campgrounds. The average camping fee in parks and campgrounds is $16.00 per site per night.

Even though the fiscal impact of HB 105 is indeterminable, the estimated annual camping fees that may be reduced pursuant to the provisions of HB 105 totals approximately $393,600. This estimate is calculated utilizing the following assumptions:

(All numbers are rounded to 100’s)

Based on the 2000 Population Survey, there are approximately 286,700 disabled Kentuckians between the ages of 15 and 64, and approximately 7,800 aged 65 and over. In addition, a 1997 Wildlife Survey conducted by the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife estimated that approximately 34% of Kentuckians under age 65 and approximately 12.4% of persons over age 65 camp at least one time per year. Applying these percentages to the age groups above, the estimated number of persons who would camp at a state owned or operated facility at least one night per year would be 97,500 under the age of 65 (286,700 x 34%) and 1,000 over age 65 (7,800 x 12.4%).

Assuming 25% of the 98,500 (97,500 + 1,000) persons identified above meet the provisions of HB 105 as being permanently disabled and camp at a state owned or operated facility at least one night per year, the number of persons who could be exempt from camping fees would be approximately 24,600 (98,500 x 25%).

As noted previously, the average camping fee in parks and campgrounds is $16.00 per night.

Therefore, the estimated annual reduction in camping fees utilizing these assumptions would be approximately $393,600, calculated as follows: (24,600 persons who are estimated to be totally disabled x $16.00 average per night camping fee).
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