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AN ACT relating to veterans' education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in this section and KRS 164.480 to 164.515:

(1)
"Resident" means a legal resident as determined by generally established principles of law, as may be defined, and subject to proof, according to such regulations as the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs may promulgate; and

(2)
"Discharge upgrade" means a change in status from an other than honorable discharge to an honorable discharge.
Section 2.   KRS 164.480 is amended to read as follows:

A person shall not be required to pay any matriculation or tuition fees upon admission to any state-supported institution of higher education or to any state-supported vocational training school for a period not in excess of thirty-six (36) months in order to obtain a diploma, nor in excess of the lesser number of months required for a certificate of completion, if:
(1)
The person was a resident of Kentucky at the time of enlistment;
(2)
The person is currently a resident of Kentucky; and
(3)
The person served on active duty in a theater of operations,[Every person who was engaged] in any branch of the military[ or naval service] of the United States during war periods as determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs[, prescribed and classified by the United States War Department as a part of such service, during the wars that were declared on April 6, 1917, and any wars declared thereafter, respectively, and who at the time of his enlistment was a resident of Kentucky, is entitled to a free scholarship in any state higher educational institution that he chooses for a period required for the completion of the course of study selected by him. The scholarship includes free tuition, matriculations and other fees, room rent, fuel and lights, and the advantages and privileges of the institution, but does not include free board. Provided, however, that if the federal government provides for the education of veterans of any of the wars herein referred to, then this section shall not apply to such veterans].

Section 3.   KRS 164.500 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each applicant for the tuition waiver[scholarship] provided by KRS 164.480 shall file the[his] application for admission at least thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of the semester of the school year at which he or she desires to enter. The application shall be accompanied by a[his] certificate of honorable discharge from the service and a copy of a certificate of eligibility from the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs[, which shall be returned to him upon admittance].

(2)
Eligibility is limited to ten (10) years from the date of discharge or effective date of discharge upgrade.
(3)
The Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs, pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A, shall promulgate administrative regulations concerning the eligibility of applicants to participate in the tuition waiver program established in Section 1 of this Act.
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