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AN ACT relating to eavesdropping and related offenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 526.010 is amended to read as follows:

The following definitions apply[definition applies] in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Eavesdrop" means to overhear, record, amplify or transmit any part of a wire or oral communication of others without the consent of at least one (1) party thereto by means of any electronic, mechanical or other device.

(2)
"Monitor" means to record or transmit any part of a wire or oral communication to which one is a party without the consent of all parties thereto by means of any electronic, mechanical, or other device.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 526 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person is guilty of monitoring a private conversation when he or she intentionally uses any device to monitor a private conversation.

(2)
This section shall not apply to:

(a)
A law enforcement officer, attorney, or insurance fraud investigator engaged in the investigation, prosecution, or defense of a crime or other unlawful activity, or any individual so engaged under the direction of one (1) of these individuals;

(b)
A law enforcement telecommunicator or other public safety dispatcher while engaged in official duties;

(c)
An employee of the Department of Corrections, the Department of Juvenile Justice, a private prison, a local jail, or a local correctional facility whose actions have been authorized for security or investigative purposes; 

(d)
A victim of threats of extortion, blackmail, bodily harm, or other unlawful request, demand, or contact where the victim is seeking to preserve evidence of such unlawful communication for law enforcement purposes; or

(e)
A victim of any harassing telephone communication attempting to preserve evidence of such unlawful communication for law enforcement purposes.

(3)
Monitoring a private conversation is a violation.

Section 3.   KRS 526.060 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person is guilty of divulging illegally obtained information when he knowingly uses or divulges information obtained through eavesdropping,[ or] tampering with private communications, or monitoring a private communication, or learned in the course of employment with a communications common carrier engaged in transmitting the message. 

(2)
The provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to:

(a)
The use or divulging of illegally obtained information during a communication protected by a privilege under KRE 503, KRE 504, KRE 505, KRE 506, or KRE 507; or

(b)
The use or divulging of illegally obtained information pursuant to the order of a court.
(3)
Divulging illegally obtained information is a Class A misdemeanor. 
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