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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to highway safety.

SPONSOR
Representative Reginald Meeks

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure creates a new section of KRS Chapter 189 that prohibits operation of a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone to "engage in a call" while the vehicle is in operation.  The measure creates a presumption that a motor vehicle operator is engaging in a call if he or she is holding the telephone in the immediate proximity of his or her ear.

The measure amends KRS 189.990 to establish a penalty of not less than $20 nor more than $100 for each offense.  The measure permits law enforcement officials to issue a verbal warning for 30 days after the effective date of the ACT.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of the measure is indeterminable, but would likely be minimal.  Local law enforcement officials will be required to cite individuals who use a mobile telephone while their vehicle is in motion, unless the individual is using a hands-free mobile telephone.  The measure creates exemptions for persons communicating with emergency response operators, medical personnel and fire and police personnel.  Approximately 100,000 911 calls originate from cell phones daily, saving lives by decreasing emergency response times, according to a spokesperson from the Telecommunications Industry Association.  Additionally, the measure preempts local law and ordinances, except those relating to business or professional licenses, permits or certifications.

The measure if enacted, will add additional duties for local law enforcement that could require additional training for officers.  However, interviewees indicated a possible decrease in accidents due to driver inattention while using cell phones, resulting in less staff time involvement in accident calls and other driver infractions.  In a recent three-year study of Oklahoma crash data, researchers linked cell phone use with a nine fold increase in traffic fatalities.  Also, in 1997 the New England Journal of Medicine reported that motorists who use cell phones are four times as likely to crash their vehicles.  Additionally, local governments could receive revenue generated from citations issued to non-compliant drivers that could be used to offset costs associated with the measure.  The measure allows law enforcement officials to issue verbal warnings for 30 days after the effective date of the legislation.
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