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AN ACT relating to patriotic recitation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 158.175 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As a continuation of the policy of teaching our country's history and as an affirmation of the freedom of religion in this country, the board of education of a local school district may authorize the recitation of the traditional Lord's prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the flag in public elementary schools. Pupil participation in the recitation of the prayer and pledge of allegiance shall be voluntary. Pupils shall be reminded that this Lord's prayer is the prayer our pilgrim fathers recited when they came to this country in their search for freedom. Pupils shall be informed that these exercises are not meant to influence an individual's personal religious beliefs in any manner. The exercises shall be conducted so that pupils shall learn of our great freedoms, including the freedom of religion symbolized by the recitation of the Lord's prayer.

(2)
(a)
In recognition of the fundamental principles on which the United States was founded, principals and teachers in each public school in the state shall conduct as part of the opening exercises of each school day for students enrolled in grades three (3) through twelve (12), immediately following the recitation of the pledge of allegiance to the flag, an oral recitation of the following excerpt from the Declaration of Independence:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. . . ."
(b)
Each school district shall establish an age-appropriate curriculum to teach students enrolled in grades three (3) through twelve (12) the meaning and importance of this excerpt from the Declaration of Independence when it was written in the 18th century and in subsequent historical periods, including the present, explaining the relationship of its ideas to the American Revolution; the formulation of the United States Constitution and its amendments; women's suffrage; the civil rights movement; and other political and economic developments in United States history.

(c)
Each board of education of a local school district shall determine the appropriate methods of implementing this subsection. Student participation in recitation of the excerpt from the Declaration of Independence shall be voluntary.

(d)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall prepare and distribute a notice to each local board of education informing it of the obligations of principals and teachers under this subsection. The Department of Education shall prepare and distribute to each local board of education a complete copy of the Declaration of Independence with the section to be recited printed in boldface type. The Department of Education shall ensure that sufficient copies of the notice and document are available upon the request of a local board of education after the initial distribution. 
(3)[(2)]
The board of education of each school district shall establish a policy and develop procedures whereby the pupils in each elementary and secondary school may participate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States at the commencement of each school day.

(4)[(3)]
The Kentucky Board of Education shall develop a program of instruction relating to the flag of the United States of America, including instruction in etiquette, the correct use and display of the flag, and other patriotic exercises as may be related. This program of instruction shall be provided to each public school for use in its course of instruction. The program of instruction, at a minimum, shall include the provisions of 4 U.S.C. secs. 1 to 3 and 4 U.S.C. secs. 5 to 9.

(5)[(4)]
The board of education of each local school district may purchase or otherwise acquire and provide for display in each classroom copies of the Declaration of Independence, the Gettysburg Address, and other documents the local board deems significant to the history of Kentucky and the United States.

(6)[(5)]
At the commencement of the first class of each day in all public schools, the teacher in charge of the room may announce that a moment of silence or reflection not to exceed one (1) minute in duration shall be observed.
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