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SUBJECT/TITLE
Juvenile Justice

SPONSOR
Rep. Greg Stumbo

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 county juvenile detention facilities

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 145/GA reduces the length of time a juvenile may be held in an intermittent holding facility before a detention hearing from seventy-two to twenty-four hours.  The bill also grants authority to the Department of Juvenile Justice to decertify juvenile detention facilities.  Facilities decertified must cease detaining juveniles at the end of a thirty day grace period.  The bill also provides that juvenile delinquency prevention councils shall be entitled to request and receive statistical information from any public agency.  Additionally, the bill stipulates that children convicted of, or plead guilty to a motor vehicle offense, shall serve any required confinement in a juvenile facility for the period preceding their eighteenth birthday and an adult detention facility for the period of confinement subsequent to their eighteenth birthday.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 145/GA on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be moderate.  The reduction in the length of time a juvenile may be held in an intermittent holding facility is not expected to impact most counties.  Department of Juvenile Justice officials could identify only one county, Bell county, with such a facility.  

The impact from granting the Department of Juvenile Justice the authority to decertify juvenile detention facilities is difficult to determine, since the number and location of facilities that might be closed has not been determined.  The closing of detention facilities, however, would impose a cost on the counties whose facilities are closed.  Counties whose facilities are closed would then incur the cost of transporting juvenile detainees to other counties for holding.  Such costs would include the costs associated with having an officer transport the juveniles as well as the cost of fuel and vehicle maintenance.  Counties currently without juvenile detention facilities could also face increasing transportation costs.  Counties without juvenile detention facilities currently transport their juveniles to other counties for detention.  If the facility they are currently transporting their juvenile detainees to is closed, they could face additional transportation costs in moving their detainees to a different facility that could be farther away.

The provision that all public agencies provide requested information to juvenile delinquency prevention councils is not expected to generate significant additional costs.  The provisions of this stipulation closely resemble the existing provisions of other statutes concerning access to government information, therefore many of these types of information requests would have been met prior to the adoption of HB 145/GA.  Additionally, the language of the bill contains provisions allowing public agencies that cannot reasonably provide the information to respond to the request by explaining why the information cannot be provided.

The stipulation that children convicted of, or plead guilty to a motor vehicle offense, shall serve any required confinement in a juvenile facility for the period preceding their eighteenth birthday and an adult detention facility for the period of confinement after their eighteenth birthday may have an impact on local governments.  While the number of juveniles meeting the requirements of the language is indeterminable, counties housing a juvenile convicted of a motor vehicle offense who reaches his or her eighteenth birthday may experience a cost increase when the juvenile is transferred to an adult detention facility.  Since the former juvenile would no longer be within the juvenile justice system, county officials state they fear they would no longer receive the reimbursement they receive from the state for housing juveniles.  That reimbursement is currently set at $80 per day.  While the former juvenile is housed in an adult facility, they would not be considered a ward of the Department of Corrections, since they were sentenced in the juvenile session District Court.  Therefore, county officials are concerned that they would not receive the state reimbursement they currently receive for housing state prisoners.  It is possible that counties would receive no reimbursement for those juveniles who age out of the juvenile detention facility and are housed in an adult detention facility, thus losing the $80 per day reimbursement they currently receive for housing juvenile offenders.    

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson, LRC; Ray DeBolt, General Council, Dept. for Juvenile Justice; Harold Taylor, Daviess County Jailer, President, Kentucky Jailers Association; 
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