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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: This measure includes pedestrians among victims of crime that would qualify for awards from the Crime Victims Compensation Board; deletes the requirement that certain crime victims must be needy in order to receive compensation; allows the Board to deny a claim if the claimant fails to follow procedures, to establish reimbursement for a crime victim's travel for medical or dental treatment or mental health counseling, and to set maximum rates for reimbursement of mental health services; increases the amount a victim can recover for lost wages; deletes the provision allowing for reduction of the amount of an award where the victim will not suffer financial hardship and to adjust the amount of awards when payments have been received from other specified sources; and permits a court or the parole board to set payment of restitution as a condition of probation, conditional discharge, or parole.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: This measure amends KRS 346.020 to include pedestrians among victims of crime and to delete the requirement that certain crime victims must be needy in order to receive compensation; amends KRS 346.100 to permit the Crime Victims Compensation Board to deny a claim if the claimant fails to follow procedures; amends KRS 346.130 to permit the board to establish reimbursement for a crime victim's travel for medical or dental treatment or mental health counseling; permits the board to set maximum rates for reimbursement of mental health services; increases the amount a victim can recover for lost wages; amends KRS 346.140 to delete provisions allowing for reduction of the amount of an award where the victim will not suffer financial hardship and to adjust the amount of awards when payments have been received from other specified sources; amends KRS 346.180 to permit a court or the parole board to set payment of restitution as a condition of probation, conditional discharge, or parole.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: There is no fiscal impact.  The awards are paid from current sources of funds, which are court imposed fees collected from defendants who plead guilty or are found guilty of a felony or misdemeanor offense for which a sentence of imprisonment could be imposed.
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