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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2002 HB 188/HCS (2) amends KRS 186.010 to define a resident as a person who has established Kentucky as his or her state of domicile.  Provides that proof of residency shall include, but not limited to, a deed or property tax bill, utility agreement or utility bill, or rental housing agreement.

Creates a new section of KRS 186.400 to 186.640 to require a licensed driver who becomes a Kentucky resident, to apply for a Kentucky’s operator’s license in the office of the Circuit Clerk where the driver has established his or her automobile within thirty (30) days of establishing residency.  Requires the Circuit Clerk, before issuing the operator’s license, to verify through the National Drivers Register that the person applying for an operator’s license does not currently have his or her operator’s license or driving privilege suspended or revoked in another licensing jurisdiction.  Specifies that a person who is not a United States citizens, but who has been granted permanent resident status, shall follow the same procedures for applying for an operator’s licenses as persons who are United State citizens.  

Amends KRS 186.410 to transfer the duties of issuing original, renewal, and duplicate licenses for the operation of motor vehicles from the Transportation Cabinet to the Circuit Clerk in the county of the applicant’s residence.  Provides that a person may, at anytime between the age of sixteen and before the person’s eighteenth birthday, enroll in a driver’s education course, a driver training school or a state traffic school.

Amends KRS 186.412 to require the person’s application form for an operator’s license to include: a federal tax identification number; a Kentucky address exclusive of a post office box; other information necessary to permit the application of United States citizens to also serve as an application for voter registration; a statement if the person has previously been licensed as an operator in another state; and proof of the person’s Kentucky residency.  If the person is not a United States citizen, the person’s application for renewal, transfer, or duplicate operator’s license shall be submitted to either the Transportation Cabinet in Frankfort or a Transportation Cabinet field office.  The Cabinet shall, within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the application, review the person’s documentation and determine if the person will be issued a Kentucky operator’s license.  In all cases a final determination shall be made within thirty (30) days of receipt of the application.  If the Cabinet determines the person may be issued an operator’s license, the Cabinet shall issue the person an official form.  Prior to the issuance of the operator’s license, requires the Circuit Clerk to review and verify that the form as accurate and for the person to successfully complete the examinations required under Section 9.  Requires a person who is not a United States citizen upon the second and subsequent renewal of an operator’s license to apply for a renewal, or duplicate operator’s license, in the office of the circuit clerk in the county in which the person resides.  Requires the Transportation Cabinet to assign the applicant a unique identifying number if an applicant does not have a Social Security number.  Requires an application for a nondriver’s identification card to be accompanied by proof of United States citizenship.  Requires permission from the legal owner or authorized agent for the legal owner if the applicant is not the legal owner of the address provided on the application form.  Provides that the nondriver’s identification card shall be valid for a period of four (4) years from the date of issuance for United State citizens.  For non-citizens the card shall be valid for the length of time the person’s documentation from the INS is issued or four (4) years whichever time period is shorter.  

Amends KRS 186.430 to provide for the following allowances: persons over the age of sixteen (16) who are United States citizens and who are not a resident of Kentucky may drive in Kentucky for a period not to exceed one year from the date the person enters Kentucky;  allows full-time or part-time students at a university, college, or technical college who are United State citizens and who are not a resident of Kentucky to drive in Kentucky on a valid license issued by the person’s state of domicile.  Provides that non United States citizens legally visiting this country for less than one (1) year to not be required to obtain a Kentucky driver’s license and also provides that initial or renewal operator’s licenses for non United States citizens who have not been granted status as a permanent resident of the United States to be valid for two (2) years if the person’s documentation is issued for an indefinite period of time and does not have an expiration date.  Provides that the fee for issuing a operator’s licenses to a person who is not a United States citizen shall be the same as for a regular operator’s license.

Amends KRS 186.440 to not allow an operator’s license to be granted to any person who is not a resident of Kentucky.

Amends KRS 186.570 to allow the Transportation Cabinet to deny or suspend the operator’s license for any person who has presented false or misleading information as to the person’s residency, citizenship, or immigration status.  Also allows the Cabinet to deny the person a license for any person convicted of an offense in another state that would be grounds for suspension or revocation of an operator’s license until the person resolves the matter in the other state and complies with the provisions of this chapter.

Creates a new section of KRS 186 to requiring the following persons to successfully complete the examinations, as outlined under Section 9 of this Act, prior to being issued a Kentucky operator’s license:  a person who has been issued a Kentucky instruction permit; a person who has applied for a Kentucky operator’s license; and other persons as identified in an administrative regulations promulgated by the Kentucky State Police.

Amends KRS 186.480 to require the State Police to examine every unlicensed applicant for an operator’s license except as otherwise provided.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 186.010, 186.410, 186.412, 186.430, 186.440, 186.570 and 186.480; and creates new sections of KRS 186.400 to 186.640 and KRS 186 to provide for the measure’s purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 188/HCS (2) has no state fiscal impact, as the Transportation Cabinet currently enforces a policy that accomplishes the provisions contained in the Act.
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