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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to the runoff primary

SPONSOR
Adrian Arnold

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
x
County;
x
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County Boards of Election, County Clerks 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 262 eliminates the runoff primary for gubernatorial slates.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 262 on counties would be a savings of approximately $2.5 million whenever a primary runoff election would have been required.  (Under current law a slate of candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor receiving the highest number of it's party's votes in a primary election, but less than forty percent  of the votes cast for all slates of candidates for that party, would be required to participate in a runoff primary with the slate receiving the second highest number of votes.)  To date, no gubernatorial primary runoff election has been required.  

According to a representative from the State Board of Elections, the 1998 cost to conduct an election was approximately $1,000 per precinct. The state reimburses counties for election expenses at the rate of $255 per precinct; therefore, the net cost to counties for each election is approximately $750 per precinct.  There are currently 3,361 election precincts in Kentucky.  (See attached list of number of precincts by county.)
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