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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to motor vehicle insurance.

SPONSOR
Representative Larry Belcher

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement, county clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure requires police officers to confiscate the license plate of vehicles that fail to maintain motor vehicle insurance.  The plate is turned over to the county clerk who has new duties that are required by the measure.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 126 (HB 221) on local governments is indeterminable, but could be moderate to substantial.  The measure will require local law enforcement personnel to take certain actions when a motor vehicle is found to not be insured.  County clerks will be required to support those actions with new duties to comply with the measure.

Local law enforcement personnel will be required to confiscate the license plate of any motor vehicle if the operator cannot show proof of insurance.  The plate will be turned over to the county clerk of the county in which the plate was confiscated within 24 hours.  The measure requires the person to have the vehicle towed at his or her expense if the plate is confiscated.  Local police will be required to remove license plates from a variety of uninsured vehicles.  Several types of tools will be needed to remove the plates as they are affixed in a variety of methods.  Officers may be placed at risk of injury confiscating plates.  

 Officer training, equipment and additional duties could result in a moderate to substantial fiscal impact to local law enforcement.  Training will entail officer safety features to address concerns associated with dangers of the physical environment while performing a function in high traffic areas or from detainees.  Interviewees indicated a concern for officer safety from the individuals whose plate is being confiscated.  Most often officers patrol solo.  Interviewees indicated a risk of injury to officers by individuals who may attempt harm to the officer while they are occupied removing the license plate.  Additionally, local law enforcement vehicles must be equipped with necessary tools to comply with the measure.  Costs could range from equipping less than 10 vehicles to several hundred.  Additional duties would include confiscating the plate, assuring the vehicle is towed and processing the plate to the county clerk.  

The measure will ad additional duties to county clerks.  Compliance with the measure will require county clerks to process confiscated plates for destruction, update the AVIS system, re-issuance of plates to owners who prove subsequent compliance, and duties associated with interaction with the Department of State Police and Transportation Cabinet.  Interviewees indicated a moderate to substantial fiscal impact on their offices.  Interviewees indicated that the measure allows fees associated with compliance, however additional staff time and administrative expenses could result in increased costs to these offices.  Administrative expenses would be impacted by additional postal expenses for mailing confiscated license plates to the Transportation Cabinet.
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