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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to absentee voting and declaring an emergency.

SPONSOR
Rep. Adrian Arnold

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks Office

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 264 allows additional instances where absentee voting is permitted, or where absentee voting already permitted by mail-in ballot may also be permitted by voting in the county clerk's office, or other properly designated place.  Emergency conditions occurring within 14 days of an election will permit the voter or voter's spouse to cast an absentee ballot.  Voters who change residence to a different state while the registration books are closed in the new state of residence before a presidential election shall be permitted to cast an absentee ballot for electors for President or Vice President of the United States only.  

BR 264 permits any deputy county clerk, staff of the State Board of Elections, and any staff for the county board of elections to vote absentee on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections.  BR 264 also requires that absentee ballot envelopes shall provide for signatures of two witnesses in the voter signs the form with a mark instead of a signature, provides that an absentee voter may obtain a second ballot if they do not receive a mail-in ballot within a reasonable time, and requires the county to submit to the State Board of Elections a count of the number of rejected absentee ballots and the reason for their rejection within 10 days after any general or primary election.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 264 on local governments is indeterminable but likely minimal.  Permitting absentee voting in the clerk's office, or in another properly designated place may minimally reduce costs by reducing postage costs and staff time in dealing with opening and counting ballots.  The number of individuals taking advantage of this option, however, is not expected to be very significant.  Similarly, individuals with a medical emergency who vote within 14 days of an election are not expected to constitute a significant number of electorate.  Allowing voters who change residence to a different state while the registration books are closed in the new state of residence before a presidential election to cast an absentee ballot for electors for President and Vice President of the United States may require some minimal cost due to the need to print a form showing only those federal offices.  However, there are again expected to be few voters taking advantage of this provision and little cost associated with the requirement.

Changes to the form requiring two signatures lines would be minimal as the state prints the form and counties are only responsible for providing the outside envelope.  Additionally, while there may be some costs associated with issuing two absentee ballots in the event that the first one is delayed or lost in the mail, is not expected to occur with any frequency and the associated costs are expected to be very low.  

The production of a report to the State Board of Elections after every primary and general election listing the number of rejected absentee ballots and the reason for their rejection would result in minimal administrative costs to the county
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