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AN ACT relating to the exemption of jurors.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 29A.090 is amended to read as follows:

There shall be no automatic exemptions from jury service, however, the Chief Circuit Judge shall have the discretion, under the standards provided in KRS 29A.100(1), to permanently exempt a prospective juror from service if the prospective juror so requests and the Chief Circuit Judge determines that the prospective juror will always meet the standards of KRS 29A.100(1).

Section 2.   KRS 29A.100 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon the request of a prospective juror prior to his or her assignment to a trial court, the Chief Circuit Judge, or after his or her assignment to a trial court, the trial judge may excuse such juror upon a showing of undue hardship, extreme inconvenience, or public necessity.

(2)
A prospective juror over seventy-five (75) years of age who requests to be excused from jury service on the basis of undue hardship shall be deemed to have satisfied that requirement in subsection (1) of this section.

(3)
In his or her discretion the judge may excuse a juror from service entirely or may postpone the juror's service temporarily. Whenever possible the judge shall favor temporary postponement of service over permanent excuse. When excusing a juror, the judge shall record the juror's name, as provided in KRS 29A.080, whether the juror will be excused permanently or temporarily, and the[his] reasons for granting the excuse.
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