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SUBJECT/TITLE
Electricity generation, location of merchant plant

SPONSOR
Rep. Jon E. Draud

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Planning and zoning or county fiscal court

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill would require an entity (person, partnership, corporation, etc.) desiring to construct a merchant plant for electricity generation, to obtain a determination from the local legislative body with jurisdiction over planning and zoning, before beginning construction of the plant.  If the local government has not adopted a planning and zoning plan, the determination must be obtained from the local fiscal court.  At a minimum, the determination must indicate approval or disapproval for the project and certify that the proposed site is in accordance with any local ordinances and regulations concerning noise control.  If the local government has adopted planning and zoning rules, the local determination must also include a statement certifying the proposed site is in accordance with local planning and zoning ordinances.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 290 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  Some administrative costs may be anticipated as staff time will be spent reviewing the project plans for compliance with existing ordinances.  The amount of time required for the review, and the corresponding cost, will be largely dependent upon the amount of information provided to the local authorities by those seeking to place the merchant plant in the area.  The scope of the review mandated by the bill is limited to determining if the plant meets existing planning and zoning ordinances and ordinances concerning noise control.  It is not anticipated that such a limited review will occupy a great amount of staff time.
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