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AN ACT relating to court reporters.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 31.200 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Subject to KRS 31.190, any direct expense, including the cost of a transcript or bystander's bill of exceptions or other substitute for a transcript that is necessarily incurred in representing a needy person under this chapter, is a charge against the county on behalf of which the service is performed. The rate of reimbursement for such a transcript shall be set by the Administrative Office of the Courts and that rate shall be reviewed annually with the Finance and Administration Cabinet to determine whether an increase is appropriate and if the funds are available in the accounts established in KRS 31.185(2)[; provided, however, that such a charge shall not exceed the established rate charged by the Commonwealth and its agencies].

(2)
Any direct expense including the cost of a transcript or bystander's bill of exceptions or other substitute for a transcript shall be paid from the special account established in KRS 31.185(2) and in accordance with the procedures provided in KRS 31.185(3).

(3)
If two (2) or more counties jointly establish an office for public advocacy, the expenses not otherwise allocable among the participating counties under subsection (1) shall be allocated, unless the counties otherwise agree, on the basis of population according to the most recent decennial census.

(4)
Expenses incurred in the representation of needy persons confined in a state correctional institution shall be paid from the special account established in KRS 31.185(2) and in accordance with the procedures provided in KRS 31.185(3).

Section 2.   Whereas the reimbursement rate for court reporters providing pauper transcripts has not been increased since at least July of 1984 when the previous version of "AOC Form 7.1 - Court Reporters Invoice/Explanation of Pauper Transcripts" was revised, the General Assembly declares that this reimbursement rate shall be increased, at the minimum to adjust for inflation, no later than sixty (60) days from the effective date of this Act.
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