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AN ACT relating to commercial driver's licenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 281A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An applicant for a hazardous materials endorsement on a commercial driver's license shall submit with his or her application for an endorsement a set of fingerprints and recent photograph of the applicant. The fingerprints shall be taken by a law enforcement agency on a Federal Bureau of Investigation applicant fingerprint card or through the use of the Automated Fingerprint Identification System and shall be signed physically or electronically by the officer or employee of the law enforcement agency taking the fingerprints.

(2)
Prior to the issuance of a hazardous materials endorsement on a commercial driver's license, the Department of Vehicle Regulation shall conduct a criminal background check of the applicant, including the submission of the fingerprint form or information specified in subsection (1) of this section. An endorsement shall not be issued if the applicant has been convicted of, pled guilty to, or entered an Alford plea to the commission of a felony.

(3)
If the applicant is not a citizen of the United States, the department shall conduct an additional record check with the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United States Department of Justice to ascertain if the applicant is legally resident in the United States and is authorized to secure employment in the United States. If the applicant is legally resident in the United States and is legally authorized to seek employment in the United States the department may issue the hazardous materials endorsement if the applicant meets all other requirements of state and federal law.

(4)
A law enforcement agency taking a set of fingerprints or making a photograph for an applicant pursuant to this section may make a reasonable charge for the service rendered.
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