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AN ACT relating to the process for selecting jurors.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 29A.030 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Chief Circuit Judge for each county shall, not later than the first week of October of each year, appoint three (3) jury commissioners for the county to prepare a list of prospective jurors for the following year.

(2)
Each jury commissioner shall be a citizen of the United States, eighteen (18) years of age or older and a resident of the county, and shall not be a party to any action pending in the Court of Justice, nor shall he hold any other public office or office in a political party.

(3)
The compensation of the jury commissioners appointed under this section shall be twenty-five dollars ($25) for each day of ordered service. Each jury commissioner shall, in addition, be reimbursed for his actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his duties under this chapter.

(4)
Each jury commissioner shall serve for a term of one (1) year and may not succeed himself.

(5)
The duties of the jury commissioners shall be to:

(a)
Cause the master jury list to be compiled;

(b)
Select names of prospective jurors from the master jury list, cause them to be placed in clear plastic capsules, and cause the capsules to be placed in the jury wheel;

(c)
Deliver the wheel containing the names of prospective jurors to the circuit clerk; and

(d)
Deliver the key to the wheel to the Chief Circuit Judge or another judge designated by him.

(6)
The jury commission shall meet at such times and places as may be designated by the Chief Circuit Judge.

(7)
The meetings of the jury commissioners shall[will] not be open to the public.

(8)
If a commissioner cannot complete his service, the Chief Circuit Judge may appoint a person of like qualifications in his place.

Section 2.   KRS 29A.060 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each Circuit or District Judge shall inform the Chief Circuit Judge or his designee of his needs for qualified jurors.

(2)
To select a grand jury or a petit jury in Circuit Court, the clerk shall:

(a)
Draw thirty-two (32) names at random from the jury wheel;

(b)
List the names, in the order drawn, from one (1) to thirty-two (32);

(c)
Place thirty-two (32) numbered balls in a box and shake the box;

(d)
Draw the required number of balls, dependent on the number of jurors required plus alternates, from the box and record the number of each ball as it is drawn.

(3)
To select a petit jury for a trial in District Court, the clerk shall:

(a)
Draw sixteen (16) names at random from the jury wheel;

(b)
List the names, in the order drawn, from one (1) to sixteen (16);

(c)
Place sixteen (16) numbered balls in a box and shake the box;

(d)
Draw the required number of balls, dependent on the number of jurors required plus alternates, from the box and record the number of each ball as it is drawn.

(4)
The names corresponding to the numbers on the balls which have been drawn shall constitute the petit jury. When alternate jurors are permitted the last ball or balls drawn, as the case may be, will represent the alternate jurors.

(5)
As jurors are excused and new jurors are required additional balls shall be drawn from the box, one for each juror required, until all of the balls in the box have been exhausted.

(6)
In the event that all of the balls in the box have been exhausted the box shall be refilled utilizing the process required by subsections (1) to (4) of this section.

(7)
The Chief Circuit Judge shall regulate the random assignment of jurors for use in Circuit and District Courts. Any petit juror assigned to a judge of Circuit or District Court may be used by any other judge of any other branch or division of Circuit or District Court when jurors are needed.

(8)
If a grand, petit, or other jury is ordered to be drawn, the Chief Circuit Judge or his designee thereafter shall cause each person drawn for jury service to be served with a summons requiring him to report for jury service at a specified time and place, unless otherwise notified by the court, and to be available for jury service for thirty (30) judicial days thereafter. The service of summons may be either made personally by the sheriff or sent by first-class mail, addressed to him at his usual residence, business, or post office address. In either case, notice shall be mailed or served to the juror at least thirty (30) days before he is required to attend.

(9)
The juror qualification form required by KRS 29A.070 shall be enclosed with the summons. If the summons is served by mail, any prospective juror who does not return the juror qualification form within ten (10) days shall be personally served by the sheriff.

(10)
When there is an unanticipated shortage of available jurors drawn from a jury wheel, the court may cause additional names to be drawn. The persons so chosen shall be summoned as provided in this section, but need not be given the notice provided in subsection (8) of this section.

(11)
Only persons duly qualified and summoned under subsection (8) of this section and KRS 29A.070 shall serve as jurors.

(12)
If, after making a fair effort in good faith, the judge is satisfied that it will be impracticable to obtain a jury free of bias in the county in which the prosecution is pending, he may obtain a sufficient number of jurors from some adjoining county in which the judge believes there is the greatest probability of obtaining impartial jurors. The judge shall request the Chief Circuit Judge for the adjoining county to draw and summon as many jurors as are needed. Jurors summoned under this subsection need not be given the notice provided in subsection (8) of this section.

(13)
The names of jurors drawn from the jury wheel shall not be made available to the public.

(14)
The name and identifying information, or any document or other record continuing such information, of a person selected for jury service, serving on a grand jury, or serving on a petit jury shall not be a public record and shall not be disclosed by the court or any public servant.

(15)
The provisions of this section shall not prohibit a judge from disclosing the information specified in subsection (14) of this section to counsel for any party in a civil or criminal action pursuant to the Rules of Civil Procedure or the Rules of Criminal Procedure. Counsel receiving a juror name or other identifying information or a document or record containing the same shall not release the information to a third party without the written consent of the judge assigned to try the case.

(16)
A judge in a criminal case, when the judge suspects that harm may come to a juror or an attempt to influence or threaten a juror or a family member of a juror, may prohibit counsel for a defendant from releasing the name or other identifying information relating to a juror to a criminal defendant, the family of a criminal defendant, or any other person associated with a criminal defendant.

(17)
Release of the name or other identifying information relating to a juror or a document or record containing such information shall be punishable as contempt of court.

Section 3.   KRS 29A.110 is amended to read as follows:

The contents of any records or papers used by the jury commission or the clerk in connection with the selection process[ and not required to be made public under this chapter] shall not be disclosed, except in connection with the preparation or presentation of a motion under the Rules of Civil Procedure or the Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Section 4.   KRS 29A.070 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Chief Circuit Judge shall cause to be mailed or delivered with the summons to each juror a juror qualification form accompanied by instructions to fill out and return the form by mail or hand delivery to the clerk within five (5) days after its receipt, or to be completed as otherwise directed. The juror qualification form shall be provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts and subject to approval by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

(2)
The juror qualification form shall contain the prospective juror's signed declaration that his responses are true to the best of his knowledge and his acknowledgment that a willful misrepresentation of a material fact may be punished by a fine or by imprisonment, or both. Notarization of the juror qualification form shall not be required.

(3)
If the prospective juror is unable to fill out the form, another person may do it for him and shall indicate that he has done so and the reason therefor.

(4)
Any prospective juror who fails to return a properly completed juror qualification form as instructed may be directed by the Chief Circuit Judge to appear forthwith to fill out a juror qualification form. At the time of his appearance for jury service, any prospective juror may be questioned by the judge or his designee, but only with regard to his responses to questions contained on the form and grounds for his excuse or disqualification. Any information thus acquired shall be noted on the juror qualification form.

(5)
A prospective juror who fails to appear as directed by the judge pursuant to subsection (4) of this section shall be ordered to appear and show cause for his failure to appear as directed. If the prospective juror fails to appear pursuant to the judge's order or fails to show good cause for his failure to appear as directed by the judge, he may be punished for contempt.

(6)
No person shall willfully misrepresent a material fact on a juror qualification form.

(7)
The contents of juror qualification forms shall be made available to parties'[parties or their] attorneys of record unless the court determines in any instance in the interest of justice that this information shall be kept confidential or its use limited in whole or in part.
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