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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

HB 308/GA amends KRS 216B.400, KRS 314.011, KRS 314.142, and creates a new section of KRS 403 related to sexual assault response; allows out-of-state nurses, hospitals, and/or physicians to be reimbursed for sexual assault examinations if the assault occurs in Kentucky; deletes statutory references to Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Advisory Council and its membership and duties; requires the Governor’s Council on Domestic Violence to create a Sexual Assault Response Team Advisory Committee; establishes membership of Committee and duties.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

HB 308/GA amends KRS 216B.400 to provide that sexual assault examinations include basic treatment rather than basic emergency room treatment; to provide that cultures and tests are not limited to venereal disease; require the Office of the Attorney General to reimburse an out-of-state nurse, hospital, or physician for the sexual assault examination if the sexual assault occurs in Kentucky; amends KRS 314.011(14) by clarifying the meaning of sexual assault nurse examiner; amends KRS 314.142 by requiring the Kentucky Board of Nursing to add procedures for obtaining input from the Sexual Assault Response Team Advisory Committee, established under KRS Chapter 403, to their administrative regulations, prior to proposing amendments to any provision promulgated under this section, or KRS 314.141; deletes statutory references pertaining to the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Advisory Council, its membership and duties; and creates KRS Chapter 403 requiring the Governor’s Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault to create a Sexual Assault Response Team Advisory Committee; designates membership, responsibilities, and duties of the Committee.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Sufficient funds exist in the Governor’s Office budget to carry out the provisions of this legislation related to the creation of and duties assigned to the Sexual Assault Response Team Advisory Committee.  The Governor’s Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault can operate the new committee within their current services budget.

The funding for the sexual assault examinations is appropriated to the Unified Prosecutorial System – Commonwealth’s Attorneys budget for the Rape Victims Assistance Program.  The reimbursement rate is $200 for an examination by a Physician or Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, and $250 for a hospital or sexual assault examination facility for use of an emergency or examination room.  The additional number of examinations is estimated to be less than 10 and the Program currently has sufficient funds to provide for the additional exams. 
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