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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to elections

SPONSOR
Adrian Arnold

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 31/ GA, with Senate floor amendment (1), allows independent voters or voters not affiliated with a major political party to vote in the primary of one party for a slate of candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.  The measure also requires that voting machines be programmed so that those independent and non-affiliated voters are only allowed to vote for one slate of candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.  HB 31/GA/Sen. Amd. (1) also changes the date for primary elections from the first Tuesday after the fourth Monday in May to the first Tuesday after the third Monday in May.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 31/GA/Sen. Amd (1) on county governments is indeterminable but likely moderate.  The measure requires voting machines to be programmed to allow independent and non-affiliated voters to vote for only one slate of candidates in a gubernatorial election.  According to a representative from the Kentucky Board of Elections, while the two types of electronic voting machines currently in the majority of the election precincts in Kentucky can accommodate these changes, the time involved in reprogramming and resetting the machines would cause counties to have approximately a fifteen percent increase in election expenses.  The most recent figures by the Kentucky Board of Elections indicate that the average cost of conducting an election is $1,000 per precinct.  County governments are reimbursed $255 per precinct by the state for election expenses.  

In addition, five counties, representing 116 election precincts, still have lever voting machines which, most likely, cannot accommodate the changes mandated by HB 31/GA/Sen. Amd. (1).  The cost of replacing a lever voting machine with an electronic voting machine is approximately $4,500 per machine.  According to a representative from the Kentucky County Clerk's Association, counties would also have to produce an extra absentee ballot for independent and non-affiliated voters that contained only those candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.  This would place an added election expense on county governments.  There are currently 171,602 independent and non-affiliated voters in Kentucky.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Board of Elections, Kentucky County Clerks Association

PREPARER
Lynn Aubrey
REVIEW

DATE
2-27-02

Page 1

