COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2001 REGULAR SESSION
2001 INTERIM

MEASURE

2002 RS BR 
 265
 

Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
   HB 34

Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to elections and making appropriations therefor.

SPONSOR
Adrian Arnold

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Boards of Election

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 265 would increase the minimum pay and training stipend for election officers in each county precinct.  It would also increase the state's reimbursement to counties for elections, and require counties to replace lever voting machines with electronic machines. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 265 on counties would be moderately positive.  The measure increases the minimum pay for election officers from $60 per day to $100 per day, an increase of $40.  The bill would also increase the payment for training received by each election officer from $10 to $25, an increase of $15.  Since there are four election officers per precinct, the total additional cost of the pay and training payment increases would be $220 per precinct.

BR 265 would increase the amount the State Board of Elections reimburses each county for an election from $255 to $700 per precinct, an increase of $445, or $225 more per precinct than the salary and training expenses mandated by the bill.  According to a representative from the Kentucky Board of Elections, the average cost of conducting an election in 1998 was approximately $1,000 per precinct, requiring an "out-of-pocket" payment from each county of approximately $745 per precinct.  BR 265 would reduce the election expense borne by each county to $520 per precinct, or a savings of $220 per precinct.  (See attached listing of number of precincts per county.)

BR 265 requires that all lever voting machines be replaced with electronic machines, and provides $954,000 in state appropriations for their purchase.  As of July 2001, there were 159 lever machines in nine counties: Bell, Clay, Magoffin, Monroe, Morgan, Powell, Roberston, Whitley and Wolfe.  At an average cost of $6,000 per machine, the $954,000 appropriation was set to fully cover the cost of the new machines, thus holding harmless the affected counties.

BR 265 also changes the reimbursement for mileage for election officers during an election from a per mile amount to a flat fee of $10.  Since the transportation expense reimbursement to election officers under the per mile scheme averaged a little less than $10, there would be virtually no impact resulting from the change.
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