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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 351/HCS creates a new Section of KRS 211 to allow mothers to breast feed in public and private locations; permits the Department for Public Health (DPH) to provide information and assistance on receiving “mother-friendly or “baby hospital friendly” designations, allows schools to establish a location within the building where a mother may breast-feed her baby; allows DPH to provide lactation support services to nursing mothers; requires the DPH to coordinate the operation of the Women, Infants, and Childrens’ Program with the Department for Medicaid Services; and, requires DPH to annually publish statistical information related to breast-feeding beginning in FY 2003-04.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: HB 351/HCS creates a new section of KRS Chapter 211 to permit mothers to breast-feed in public or private locations; permit businesses or agencies to use the designation "mother-friendly" for having a policy supporting breast-feeding; allows schools to establish a location within the building where a mother may breast-feed her baby;  encourages state agencies administering maternal or child health services to provide breast-feeding information to participants; requires the Department for Public Health to publish annual statistical information regarding breast feeding beginning in FY 2003-04; permits the Department for Public Health to provide information and assistance on receiving a "baby-friendly" designation; permits the Department for Public Health to include a program of lactation support services as part of the Women, Infants, and Childrens’ Nutrition Program; requires the Department for Public Health to coordinate the operation of the Women, Infants, and Childrens’ program with the Department for Medicaid Services in order to exchange information.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  There is no impact of this bill since the costs relating to publishing the annual statistical information can be absorbed within existing resources.  The remaining provisions of the Act are permissive.
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