SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2002 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of HOUSE BILL 351/GA

On page 2 , after line 24 , by inserting the following:

"SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:

(a)
The practice of midwifery is an ancient and honored profession;

(b)
Birthing mothers in Kentucky are now and should continue to be able to choose the method of delivery of their children;

(c)
The demand for direct-entry midwives has increased nationally over the last twenty (20) years;

(d)
There are a number of lay midwives practicing in Kentucky;

(e)
The Cabinet for Health Services is charged by statute with the regulation of lay midwifery in Kentucky;

(f)
It is in the interest of Kentucky families that the permitting process for lay midwives be strengthened;

(g)
Birth mothers in Kentucky are entitled to know the level of qualification of the lay midwife they may choose to use and should have access to the very best-trained midwives;

(h)
The certified professional midwife credentialing process by the North American Registry of Midwives and the written examination that it administers have been evaluated by independent researchers at Ohio State University as a credential that exemplifies the established standards for educational and psychological testing, as determined by the American Educational Research Association, the American Psychological Association, and the National Council of Measurement in Education;

(i)
The certified professional midwife, a national certification recognized in several states, is now available to midwives who meet the standardized requirements for knowledge, skills, and experience for entry-level practice;

(j)
States are using this national certified professional midwife credential in their state regulatory process because the credential is legally defensible and psychometrically sound; and

(k)
States that use the national certified professional midwife credential in their regulatory process have found that it:

1.
Significantly reduces costs;

2.
Eliminates state exposure to legal liability;

3.
Reduces regulatory administrative tasks and staff time;

4.
Eliminates costs associated with creating and maintaining a psychometrically valid examination;

5.
Provides a streamlined mechanism for licensure and relicensure; and

6.
Shifts responsibility and liability for all aspects of certification, including the ongoing psychometric evaluation of the written examination, to the North American Registry of Midwives.
(2)
The Cabinet for Health Services shall issue a permit to practice lay midwifery in Kentucky to any lay midwife who applies for a permit and who furnishes proof of completion of the educational and credentialing standards required by the North American Registry of Midwives and who has received the certified professional midwife credential issued by the North American Registry of Midwives.".
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