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AN ACT relating to breast-feeding.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes and hereby declares that breast-feeding a baby is an important and basic act of nurture that must be encouraged in the interests of maternal and child health and family values. This section is enacted with the expressed legislative intention of encouraging mothers to consider the benefits of breast-feeding as a choice that enhances their own health and the health of babies.
(2)
As used in this section, "department" means the Department for Public Health.
(3)
A mother may breast-feed her baby in any location, public or private, where the mother is otherwise authorized to be except that a school council, established pursuant to KRS 160.345, or if there is no school council, the principal of an elementary or secondary school, may adopt a policy establishing a location within the school building where a mother may breast-feed her baby.

(4)
A business or agency may use the designation "mother-friendly" in its promotional materials if the business or agency develops a policy supporting the practice of worksite breast-feeding that addresses the following:

(a)
Work schedule flexibility, including scheduling breaks and work patterns to provide time for expression of milk;
(b)
The provision of accessible locations allowing privacy;

(c)
Access nearby to a clean, safe water source, and a sink for washing hands and rinsing out any needed breast-pumping equipment; and
(d)
Access to hygienic storage alternatives in the workplace for the mother's breast milk.

(5)
The business or agency may submit its breast-feeding policy to the department. The department may maintain a list of "mother-friendly" businesses and agencies covered under this section and make the list available for public inspection.
(6)
A state agency that administers a program providing maternal or child health services is encouraged to provide information that encourages breast-feeding to program participants who are pregnant women or mothers with babies.
(7)
The department shall annually publish statistical information related to breast-feeding beginning in fiscal year 2003-2004. The information shall include data on facilities providing maternity services or baby care having the highest proportion of mothers breast-feeding in each region.

(8)
The department may provide information on the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative.
(9)
The department may include a program of lactation support services as part of the benefits and services provided for pregnant and breast-feeding participants in the Women, Infants, and Children Nutrition Program. The program may include payment for breast pumps or any supply deemed essential for the successful maintenance of lactation, as well as a lactation specialist who is a registered nurse, a licensed dietitian, an International Board Certified lactation consultant, or a person who has successfully completed a lactation management training program.
(10)
The department shall coordinate the operation of the Women, Infants, and Children program with the Department for Medicaid Services whereby each department provides information about the services offered by the other to applicants for services.
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