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AN ACT relating to Medicaid waivers and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 205.510 TO 205.645 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in this section, "deafblind" means an individual who has both hearing and vision loss that causes difficulty in attaining independence in carrying out activities of daily living.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 205.510 TO 205.645 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Department for Medicaid Services shall apply to the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a home and community-based waiver to provide supports and services for individuals who are deaf and blind to live and work in the community and participate in activities available to others. The waiver application shall include the following services:
(1)
Support services provided by an intervenor who assists the individual in relating to other people and the community;
(2)
Orientation and mobility training;
(3)
Behavior communication services by a specialist;
(4)
Residential services to enable individuals in an institution to move into a community-based setting;
(5)
Respite care; and
(6)
Personal care, up to twenty-four (24) hours a day, in the individual's home.
Section 3.   There is appropriated $600,000 for the 2002-2003 fiscal year and $600,000 for the 2003-2004 fiscal year out of the General Fund in the State Treasury for the purpose of funding the deafblind waiver. All funds not expended in any fiscal year shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year.
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