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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to the Model State Health Powers Act and declaring an emergency.

SPONSOR
Rep. Steve Nunn

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local health departments, local governments, local health resources, local law enforcement and jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 1117 is an omnibus Act relating to the declaration of a public health emergency.  The measure outlines the responsibilities of public health and safety authorities should a public health emergency arise.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1117 on local governments is indeterminable.  The measure requires local governments and local health authorities, such as county health departments, to coordinate with the state its response to public health emergencies.  While local health authorities are required to have some form of emergency response plan in place, BR 1117 outlines specific duties that would fall to local health authorities.  Included in this list of responsibilities is the identification of locations where persons can be isolated or quarantined, locations where medical supplies, food, and other essentials can be distributed, locations where public health and emergency workers can be housed and fed, and routes and means of transportation of people and materials.  

BR 1117 requires that a health care provider, coroner, or medical examiner report electronically or in writing all cases of a person who harbors any illness or health condition that may be potential causes of public health emergency to a public health authority within twenty-four hours.  Currently local health authorities would report such incidences to the appropriate authorities, therefore this should not cause any added expense to local governments.

BR 1117 requires local law enforcement to potentially imprison any person who refuses to submit to certain physical tests or examinations, or isolation or quarantine during times of emergency.  This could result in added expenses for local governments.

In addition, should the Governor declare a state of public health emergency, the measure requires that the local government activate its disaster response and recovery disaster emergency plan in the affected areas.  In the event that this happens, all local health personnel working during the emergency shall be issued special identification.

The measure outlines specific duties that may fall to local health agencies and personnel including  the evacuation and closing of decontaminated areas, the decontamination. destruction of or transportation of contaminated materials or human remains, the purchase and distribution of antitoxins, serums, vaccines, immunizing agents, antibiotics, and other pharmaceutical agents or medical supplies deemed necessary.  

The magnitude of the costs to local governments is dependent upon the frequency and magnitude of such events occurring.  Initially, local governments who have the expense of updating their local emergency disaster plans to conform to the new requirements of KRS 39A.  This would result in administrative and personnel costs to local health departments, local governments, and local emergency response and law enforcement agencies.  In addition, the measure would require additional training for city and county health and safety personnel resulting in some costs to local governments.  According to representatives of the Kentucky Public Health Association the cost to meet the requirements of preparedness outlined in BR 1117 would be substantial.  In addition, cost to actually deal with an health related emergency could range from minimal to substantial, depending on the nature and extent of the occurrence.
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