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AN ACT relating to controlled substances.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 218A.180 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Except when dispensed directly by a practitioner to an ultimate user, no methamphetamine or controlled substance in Schedule II may be dispensed without the written prescription of a practitioner. No prescription for a controlled substance in Schedule II shall be valid after sixty (60) days from the date issued. No prescription for a controlled substance in Schedule II shall be refilled. All prescriptions for controlled substances classified in Schedule II shall be maintained in a separate prescription file.

(2)
Except when dispensed directly by a practitioner to an ultimate user, a controlled substance included in Schedules III, IV, and V, which is a prescription drug, shall not be dispensed without a written, electronic, or oral prescription by a practitioner. The prescription shall not be filled or refilled more than six (6) months after the date issued or be refilled more than five (5) times, unless renewed by the practitioner and a new prescription, written, electronic, or oral shall be required.

(3)
(a)
To be valid, a prescription for a controlled substance shall be issued only for a legitimate medical purpose by a practitioner acting in the usual course of his professional practice. Responsibility for the proper dispensing of a controlled substance pursuant to a prescription for a legitimate medical purpose is upon the pharmacist who fills the prescription.

(b)
A prescription shall not be issued for a practitioner to obtain a controlled substance for the purpose of general dispensing or administering to patients.

(4)
All written prescriptions for controlled substances shall be dated and signed by the practitioner on the date issued and shall bear the full name and address of the patient, drug name, strength, dosage form, quantity prescribed, directions for use, and the name, address and registration number of the practitioner.

(5)
All oral or electronic prescriptions shall include the full name and address of the patient, drug name, strength, dosage form, quantity prescribed, directions for use, and the name, address and registration number of the practitioner.

(6)
All oral or electronic prescriptions shall be immediately reduced to writing, dated, and signed by the pharmacist. A prescription contained in a computer or other electronic format shall not be considered writing.

(7)
A pharmacist refilling any prescription shall record on the prescription or other equivalent record the date, the quantity, and the pharmacist's initials. The maintenance of prescription records under the federal controlled substances laws and regulations containing substantially the same information as specified in this subsection shall constitute compliance with this subsection.

(8)
The pharmacist filling a written, electronic, or oral prescription for a controlled substance shall affix to the package a label showing the date of filling, the pharmacy name and address, the serial number of the prescription, the name of the patient, the name of the prescribing practitioner and directions for use and cautionary statements, if any, contained in such prescription or required by law.

(9)
When a prescription written by a licensed practitioner is hand delivered to a retail pharmacy and when physical possession of a controlled substance is taken by either party for whom the prescription was written or a third party, the pharmacist or pharmacy employee shall verify the identity of the person presenting or receiving the prescription by one (1) of the following methods:

(a)
Knowing the person;

(b)
Requiring the presentation of photo identification;

(c)
Requiring the presentation of two (2) forms of identification, one (1) of which is government-issued; or

(d)
Requiring a thumbprint and signature on the prescription.

(10)
When a retail pharmacist or pharmacy employee delivers a prescription for a controlled substance to a specified location, the pharmacist or employee shall verify the identity of, the person taking physical possession by one (1) of the following methods:

(a)
Knowing the person;

(b)
Requiring the presentation of photo identification and a signature; or

(c)
Requiring the presentation of two (2) forms of identification, one(1) of which is government-issued, and a signature.
(11)
The provision of subsections (9) and (10) of this section shall not apply to:

(a)
A prescription for a Schedule V drug that does not require a prescription under federal or state law;

(b)
An agent of a health care facility who signs a receipt for drugs delivered directly to the health care facility in response to a prescription for a specific patient; or

(c)
An agent of a health care facility who signs a receipt for drugs delivered in response to a prescription ordered by a health care practitioner in the health care facility for a patient in the health care facility.

(12)
Any person who violates any provision of this section shall:

(a)
For the first offense, be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(b)
For a second or subsequent offense, be guilty of a Class D felony.

Section 2.   KRS 218A.202 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Cabinet for Health Services shall establish an electronic system for monitoring Schedules II, III, IV, and V controlled substances that are dispensed within the Commonwealth by a practitioner or pharmacist or dispensed to an address within the Commonwealth by a pharmacy licensed by the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy.

(2)
A practitioner or a pharmacist shall not have to pay a fee or tax specifically dedicated to the operation of the system.

(3)
Every dispenser within the Commonwealth or who is licensed by the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy shall report to the Cabinet for Health Services the data required by this section in a timely manner as prescribed by the cabinet except that reporting shall not be required for:

(a)
A drug administered directly to a patient; or

(b)
A drug dispensed by a practitioner at a facility licensed by the cabinet provided that the quantity dispensed is limited to an amount adequate to treat the patient for a maximum of forty-eight (48) hours.

(4)
Data for each controlled substance that is dispensed shall include but not be limited to the following:

(a)
Patient identifier;

(b)
Drug dispensed;

(c)
Date of dispensing;

(d)
Quantity dispensed;

(e)
Prescriber; and

(f)
Dispenser.

(5)
The data shall be provided in the electronic format specified by the Cabinet for Health Services unless a waiver has been granted by the cabinet to an individual dispenser.

(6)
The Cabinet for Health Services shall be authorized to provide data to:

(a)
A designated representative of a board responsible for the licensure, regulation, or discipline of practitioners, pharmacists, or other person who is authorized to prescribe, administer, or dispense controlled substances and who is involved in a bona fide specific investigation involving a designated person;

(b)
A state, federal, or municipal officer whose duty is to enforce the laws of this state or the United States relating to drugs and who is engaged in a bona fide specific investigation involving a violation of state or federal law by a designated person, or where there is an identifiable trend of illegal diversion in a geographic area;

(c)
A state-operated Medicaid program;

(d)
A properly convened grand jury pursuant to a subpoena properly issued for the records;

(e)
A practitioner or pharmacist who requests information and certifies that the requested information is for the purpose of providing medical or pharmaceutical treatment to a bona fide current patient; or

(f)
A person who receives data or any report of the system from the cabinet shall not provide it to any other person or entity except by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(7)
The Cabinet for Health Services, all law enforcement officers, all officers of the court, and all regulatory agencies and officers, in using the data for investigative or prosecution purposes, shall consider the nature of the prescriber's and dispenser's practice and the condition for which the patient is being treated.

(8)
The data and any report obtained therefrom shall not be a public record.

(9)
Knowing failure by a dispenser to transmit data to the cabinet as required by subsection (3), (4), or (5) of this section shall be a Class A misdemeanor.

(10)
Knowing disclosure of transmitted data to a person not authorized by subsection (6) of this section or authorized by KRS 315.121, or obtaining information under this section not relating to a bona fide specific investigation, shall be a Class D felony.
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