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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 376/GA creates a new section of KRS 314 permitting the Board of Nursing to initiate action for the immediate temporary suspension of a nurse’s license if payment for a biennial license to the board by a bank check is dishonored by the bank and the licensee fails to reimburse the board for the amount of the check and any applicable fee within thirty days of written notice from the board.  HB 376/GA also creates a new section of KRS 314 allowing the Board of Nursing to suspend a nurse’s license upon receipt of a notice from the Cabinet for Families and Children that a nurse is in violation of KRS 205.712.  Provides for the continuation of the suspension of a license or denial of licensure until the Cabinet for Families and Children notifies the board that the nurse or individual is no longer in violation of KRS 205.712.

HB 376/GA amends KRS 314.023 eliminating the Kentucky Nursing Incentive Scholarship Fund Committee and transfers all associated responsibilities to the Kentucky Board of Nursing and establishes a Kentucky Nursing Incentive Scholarship Fund Grant Review Committee to review all proposals for nursing workforce competency development grants and make recommendations to the board.    

HB 376/GA amends KRS 314.085 requiring any licensee to submit a mental health chemical dependency, or physical evaluation by a licensed or certified practitioner designated by the board if the board has reasonable cause to believe that any licensee or holder of a temporary work permit is unable to practice with reasonable skill and safety or has abused alcohol or drugs.  Requires the licensee or holder of a temporary work permit to bear the cost of any mental health, chemical dependence or physical evaluation ordered by the board.  

HB 376/GA amends KRS 314.089 to allow the order of immediate temporary suspension to remain in effect until either reconsidered or superseded by final disciplinary action by the board.

HB 376/GA amends KRS 314.171 allows the board to form an alternative to discipline program to promote the early identification, intervention, treatment, and rehabilitation of nurses who may be impaired by reason of alcohol or drug abuse.  Also states the alternative to discipline program may order an examination or evaluation at any time following initial contact by a potential applicant to the program.  Provides the Board of Nursing may include in the alternative to discipline program those nurses or applicants who have practice competency deficits.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 376/GA creates new sections of KRS 314 and amends KRS 314.026, KRS 314.085, KRS 314.089, and KRS 314.171 to provide for the provisions within Section 1 through 6 of the Bill. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 376/GA has no fiscal impact.
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