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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

The purpose of HB 39/GA is to provide health insurance coverage for payment of general anesthesia and hospital or facility charges for services in connection with dental procedures for children below the age of nine (9) years, persons with serious mental health or physical conditions, and persons with significant behavioral problems, where it is deemed in the best interest of that person to provide such procedures. However, no requirement is made relating to coverage of routine dental services not covered under the provisions of the Act. The bill also provides that the same deductibles, coinsurance, and other limitations as apply to physical illness benefits under the health plan are to apply to coverage for the above anesthesia and hospital or facility services.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Creates a new section of Subtitle 17A of KRS 304 to include a provision to provide health insurance coverage for payment of general anesthesia and hospital or facility charges for services in connection with dental procedures for children below the age of nine (9) years, persons with serious mental health or physical conditions, and persons with significant behavioral problems, where it is deemed in the best interest of that person to provide such procedures; directs that there is no requirement for coverage of routine dental procedures not covered under the Act; and provides that the same deductibles, coinsurance, and other limitations as apply to physical illness benefits under the health plan are to apply to coverage for the above anesthesia and hospital or facility services.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact of HB 39/GA is indeterminable due to the inability to forecast the number of insurance carriers that would increase health insurance premiums due to the additional mandated services and the amount of those increases. However, the increase would probably be in excess of $800,000 per year.
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