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THIS LEGISLATION CONTAINS A MANDATED HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFIT

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
As Required By KRS 6.948, The Sponsor Of A Bill And Any Member Proposing An Amendment To A Bill That Contains A Mandated Health Insurance Benefit Must Provide A Financial Impact Statement To Members Of The Committee To Which The Legislation Is Assigned Before A Vote Is Taken By The Committee On The Bill.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A Majority Of The Committee Members Present May Request The Department Of Insurance To Review The Financial Impact Statement And Report To The Committee On The Impact Of The Legislation On Health Insurance Rates.

Summary:

Three floor amendments were adopted by the House. One restricted application to health benefit plans that provide coverage for general anesthesia and hospitalization services. Another requires the dentist to certify that hospitalization or anesthesia is necessary. The third amendment clarifies that this Act does not require coverage for routine dental care. 
This bill requires all health benefit plans to cover payment of anesthesia and hospital or facility charges for services rendered in a hospital or ambulatory surgical facility in connection with dental procedures for (1) children below the age of 9, (2) persons with serious mental or physical conditions, (3) persons with significant behavioral problems, (4) persons certified by a provider as in need of hospitalization or anesthesia to safely perform the dental procedures. 

At least 24 states, including Tennessee and Indiana, have a law that mandates similar coverage for dental procedures. Indiana's law, 27-13-7-15, applies to a child under the age of 19. This bill is based on a North Carolina statute, 58-3-122.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

The cost of the treatment could be affected if the hospital or facility costs differ from the costs if the treatment is rendered at the dental office. The cost could also be affected by whether it is easier and less time consuming if performed in a setting other than the dental office.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
There could be an increase in use if insurance is available to pay the cost of the service. 

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

Unknown. A person with the Louisiana Blue Cross Blue Shield stated that the majority of these cases would be performed in an outpatient setting and the cost to the plan would increase its plan costs by .13%. 
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