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AN ACT relating to capital projects.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly finds and determines that protecting prior and future investments of public funds in state-owned facilities through planned major maintenance and capital repair of these facilities is of critical importance to the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly further recognizes that arresting deterioration of existing state-owned facilities, limiting the effects of cost inflation associated with the deferral of necessary maintenance and repair, and assuring that facilities comply with necessary health and safety requirements require a proactive policy to protect the public investment; and 

WHEREAS, the Capital Planning Advisory Board of the General Assembly has consistently recommended that adequate maintenance of our state-owned facilities should be the Commonwealth's highest capital-related priority; and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the General Assembly to ensure that the Commonwealth provides appropriate mechanisms for identifying needs and for financing the maintenance and capital repair of state-owned facilities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a State Facilities Maintenance and Renewal Task Force to conduct a study relating to the establishment of maintenance and capital renewal programs for state facilities. 

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of eleven (11) members, one (1) of whom shall be the Chair of the Capital Planning Advisory Board, and one (1) of whom shall be the Chair of the Capital Projects and Bond Oversight Committee. The task force shall include the Senate and House Co-Chairs, or their designees, from the membership of the following committees: the Appropriations and Revenue Committee and the State Government Committee. The task force shall have legislative co-chairs, one (1) of whom shall be appointed by the President of the Senate from the Senate members on the task force, and one (1) of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House from the House members on the task force.

The task force shall include the Commissioner of the Department for Facilities Management, the State Budget Director, and the Vice President for Finance of the Council on Postsecondary Education, or their designees. The task force shall also include two (2) representatives of state agencies, other than the Department for Facilities Management, who are responsible for management of state facilities; one (1) of whom shall be appointed by the President of the Senate and one (1) by the Speaker of the House by August 1, 2002. The Commissioner of Facilities Management shall submit a list of five (5) state employees with expertise in facilities management from which these appointments shall be made. 
Section 3.   The State Facilities Maintenance and Renewal Task Force shall review the information available regarding the inventory of state facilities, the condition of those facilities, and proposed projects to address the maintenance and renewal of those facilities including any backlog of unmet needs. It shall review the methods currently used in Kentucky to finance the maintenance and renewal of state facilities as well as the methods used by other states and in the private sector.

Section 4.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for distribution to the appropriate legislative committees, including the Capital Planning Advisory Board, by November 30, 2002.

Section 5.   Provisions of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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