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Introduction Date:1/23/02
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 510.020 relating to age of consent for sexual offenses to increase age from 16 to 18 if the parties are not married to each other; amend KRS 510.140 relating to sexual misconduct to increase penalty from Class A misdemeanor to Class D felony. 



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Corrections Impact Statement signed by Commissioner 2/4/02

This bill modifies the definition of “incapable of consent” by increasing the age of the person from under 16 to under 18.  This would seem to affect those convicted of Rape III (KRS 510.060) and Sodomy III (KRS 510.090) although the language of those statutes seems to be in conflict with the proposed bill.  The Department of Corrections (DOC) averages 46 commitments per year for Rape III and Sodomy III with an average sentence of 4 years (average time-served of 32.7 months).  The DOC estimates that conservatively this bill could increase those commitments by 25% or 12 additional commitments per year.

During FY01 there were 130 persons placed on probation for Rape III or Sodomy III.  A similar increase of 25% would add 33 additional clients per year to supervision.

In addition, this bill increases the penalty for Sexual Misconduct from a misdemeanor to a Class D felony.  The DOC estimates this could result in 3 additional commitments per year with a 4 year sentence.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon the cumulative assumptions above, this bill may add approximately 15 additional inmates in FY03 at a cost of approximately $157,500 and approximately 30 additional inmates in FY04 at a cost of  $315,000.

In addition, the caseload for Probation & Parole would increase by 33 in FY03 at a cost of approximately $44,000 and 66 in FY04 at a cost of $88,000.
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