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SUBJECT/TITLE
Fire protection districts

SPONSOR
Representative Roger Thomas

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Fiscal courts, judge-executives, sheriffs, county clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 483/GA allows applicable fire department membership charges or subscriber fees to be added to property tax bills.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 483/GA on local governments is indeterminable, but may be minimal.  The bill applies to volunteer, city or county fire departments that collect membership charges or subscriber fees.  The measure allows placement of the membership charges or subscriber fees on county property tax bills.  In certain instances, the membership fees will be listed separately from fire district or subdistrict taxes.

It is unknown how many subscriber or membership fire departments exist in the state, although an official with the Kentucky Fire Commission estimated there may be only 30-40.  There are over 800 fire departments in the state, with the large majority consisting of volunteer units.

According to the bill, a fiscal court or city legislative body may adopt an ordinance requiring placement of the charges on tax bills, thus it is assumed a fire district would have to request the affected legislative body to take the action.  Adoption of the ordinance will carry some publication costs.  For example, county ordinances generally must be published in full or in summary both before and after enactment.  The office of county clerk and sheriff would be affected because those offices prepare tax bills and collect real property taxes.  But a spokesman for the Kentucky County Clerks' Association said he believes the requirements in the bill will have little impact on clerks' duties.

Further, the bill allows a lien to be placed on the property of those who do not pay their dues or fees.  According to LRC staff, there may be some administrative duties related to the lien stipulations.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; KRS; County Government in Kentucky publication;

officials with Kentucky Fire Commission and Kentucky County Clerks' Association.
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