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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 514 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person is guilty of landlord theft when the person issues a check or similar sight order in payment for the rent or lease of real property knowing that it will not be honored by the drawee.

(2)
For purposes of subsection (1) of this section, a maker of a check or similar sight order for the payment of money is presumed to know that the check or order, other than a postdated check or order, would not be paid, if:

(a)
The maker had no account with the drawee at the time the check or order was issued; or

(b)
Payment was refused by the drawee for lack of funds, upon presentation within thirty (30) days after issue, and the maker failed to make good within ten (10) days after receiving notice of that refusal. A maker makes good on a check or similar sight order for the payment of money by paying to the holder the face amount of the instrument, together with any landlord's contracted reasonable bad check handling fee not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) and any fee imposed pursuant to subsection (3) of this section.

(3)
If a county attorney issues notice to a maker that a drawee has refused to honor an instrument due to a lack of funds as described in subsection (2)(b) of this section, the county attorney may charge a fee to the maker of twenty-five dollars ($25), if the instrument is paid. Money paid to the county attorney pursuant to this section shall be used only for payment of county attorney office operating expenses. Excess fees held by the county attorney on June 30 of each year shall be turned over to the county treasurer before the end of the next fiscal year for use by the fiscal court of the county.

(4)
Landlord theft is a Class A misdemeanor.
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