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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crime and Punishment

SPONSOR
Representative Jack Coleman

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement agencies, county jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 514 defines the crime of theft of secured property as the pawning, pledging, depositing, or otherwise transferring an item of personal property that is subject to a security and permitting the item that was pawned to be forfeited to the pawnbroker.  Theft of secured property is a Class A misdemeanor, unless the remaining unpaid amount on the secured property is three hundred dollars ($300) or more, in which case it is a Class D felony.  HB 514 also specifies that, when a person pawns, pledges, deposits, or otherwise transfers an item of personal property to a pawn broker, the person shall indicate in writing and signed whether or not the item is subject to a security interest and, if the item is subject to a security interest, who the holder of the interest is.  The bill states that failure to complete such a statement, or not truthfully or fully completing such a statement is a Class B misdemeanor. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 514 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  Individuals convicted of a Class A or a Class B misdemeanor may be housed in the county jail for the duration of the sentence.  The penalty for a Class A misdemeanor is a sentence of up to twelve (12) months, while the sentence for a Class B misdemeanor is not to exceed ninety (90) days.  The state does not reimburse counties for housing those convicted of a misdemeanor, however, so all costs of incarceration would be borne by the county.  Law enforcement officials do not anticipate a large number of convictions under the bill.  Additionally, some of those charged under the bill would be convicted of a Class D felony, if the property in question was valued at three hundred dollars ($300) or more.  The state would reimburse counties for incarceration costs of those convicted of a Class D felony.  The state reimbursement for housing Class D felons is $27.52 per day, starting on the fifth day after sentencing, thus incarceration costs for those convicted of a Class D felon under the bill would be minimized.
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Norman Lawson, LRC; Deborah Taylor, Daviess County Jail; Mike Bishoff, Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police;
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