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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act proposing to create Sections 59a, 59b, and 59c of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to initiative, referendum, and recall procedures.

SPONSOR
Rep. Kevin Bratcher

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 1785 allows registered voters to sponsor state and local initiatives and referenda.  The measure also allows for recall elections for state and local elected officials.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1785 on local governments is indeterminable but could be substantial.  Sections 59a and 59b allow qualified voters to sponsor initiatives and referenda which would be filed in the county clerks office.  The initiatives and referenda would be placed on the ballot during the general election.  These initiatives and referenda would place minimal cost on county governments since the county would be responsible for printing ballots and advertising the initiative or referendum.

Section 59c could place significant expense on the county government.  If a recall election were necessary, a special election may need to be held.  The cost of conducting an election is approximately $1,000 per precinct, of which the state reimburses $255.  There are 3,361 precincts in Kentucky.  If the recall were for a statewide election, the cost to county governments would be approximately 2.5 million dollars.
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