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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to cemeteries.

SPONSOR
Rep. B. Damron

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 521/SCS requires owners of public or private burial grounds to protect the grounds from desecration or destruction or from being used in a manner that results in the grounds being damaged or destroyed.  It also grants counties the ability to create a "County Cemetery Board," made up of volunteers, that would oversee the restoration and maintenance of non-profit cemeteries in their area.  These boards would be able to apply for grant money to be used in the restoration and maintenance of these non-profit cemeteries.  HB 521/SCS requires any operator of a cemetery that becomes aware that it has improperly interred a body or cremated remains must disinter and properly reinter and must notify the next of kin prior to the disinterment and reinterment.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 521/SCS on local governments is indeterminable but likely minimal.  There are currently 80 cemeteries in Kentucky that are publicly owned or operated.  This represents approximately 2% of the total number of Kentucky cemeteries.  KRS 381.231 already requires local governments who own or operate Kentucky cemeteries to maintain the burial grounds or cemetery so as to keep the grounds free from growth of weeds, accumulated debris, displaced tombstones or other signs of gross neglect.  The measure would simply expand the maintenance requirements to include the protection of the grounds from vandalistic acts stipulated in KRS 525.115(1)(a),(b), or (c) or being used for dumping, building sites, or any other use which would result in damage or destruction.  The additional clean-up and maintenance mandated by HB 521/GA may result in some additional cost to those local governments who own or operate cemeteries.

In addition, HB 521/SCS allows those counties who maintain non-profit cemeteries to apply for grant money that would be used in the maintenance and restoration of these cemeteries.  The County Judge Executive's office in each county would likely incur indeterminable costs associated with the establishment and administrative upkeep of the board.  These costs would be minimal.  According to a representative from the Kentucky County Judge Executives Association, the administrative costs would not be significant and any county that could not afford the cost could choose not to form a board.

HB 521/SCS may result in increased expenses for county governments in any instance where a body or cremated remains are improperly interred at a county owned or operated cemetery.  The expense of the disinterment and proper reinterment must be paid by the county operated cemetery.
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