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Bill Number:
 HB 53     
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


Sponsor(s):   Rep RIggs
Introduction Date:     
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 17.170, relating to taking DNA samples from sex offenders, to add persons convicted of burglary in the first or second degree and violent offenders, expand acceptable methods of taking a DNA sample; amend KRS 17.175 to conform. 

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill as proposed requires the collection of blood samples for DNA testing for certain felons in the custody of the Kentucky Department of Corrections (DOC) after the effective date of passage of the bill.  These include collections relating to those felons convicted of Burglary I and II, and violent offenders as defined by KRS 439.340.1.

The DOC averages 245 admissions per year for Burglary I or II and 120 admissions per year for violent offenders who are not also sex offenders, an approximate total of 365 additional collections per annum.  Sex offenders are tested under current law.  Only a small number (approximately 10%) of these additional felons serve their sentences in local jails and arrangements would have to be made to have blood samples drawn on these locally and submitted to the Kentucky State Police. 

It is presumed that the Kentucky State Police will provide the collection kits at no cost to the Department of Corrections in the same manner as sex offender collection kits are currently handled.  It is also presumed for purposes of this impact statement that the Kentucky State Police will continue to bear all costs related to DNA sample storage, sample analysis and data maintenance and storage.

An additional 325 collections made within the correctional facilities of the DOC is not presumed burdensome and represents no significant additional cost to the DOC.  It is further presumed that while the Department of Corrections will compensate each county jail a flat fee of $18.00 for each blood sample collection and approximately $.80 for mailing each collection kit to the Kentucky State Police in Frankfort that 37 (365 x 10%) of these collections is not a financial burden to the DOC and therefore considered immaterial at this level.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The cost to the DOC of collecting an additional 365 blood samples is considered insignificant and immaterial based upon the projected level of 365 additional blood sample collections.   

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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